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Usiah Perez, Ryan Greene and Adam VanPrat are leading their class’s effort to collect 
enough non-perishable food to fi ll their school’s gymnasium fl oor, and they’re asking for the 
public’s help to do so by Thanksgiving. (Adam Drapcho/The Laconia Daily Sun)

Their cause is cans

LACONIA — Here’s a word problem: 
if the fl oor of a large room measures 
1,674 square feet, and a box of non-per-
ishable food covers 176 square inches, 
how many boxes of food would it take to 
fi ll the room?

Andrea Morin’s fi fth grade class has 
already done the math for you. They 
know that the answer is 1,380 boxes. 
Trying to collect that much food, though, 
is another lesson altogether.

“We’re trying to go with personal 
learning,” said Morin a 29-year teach-
ing veteran, who has spent most of her 
career at Elm Street School in Laco-
nia. When she challenged her stu-
dents to come up with a project that 
would involve calculating area, they 

Report fi nds 
Laconia High 
falls short in 
some areas

LACONIA — The high school falls short on 
four out of six standards required to maintain 
accreditation by the New England Association 
of Schools and Colleges.

Laconia High School failed to meet standards 
for learning resources, professional practices, 
student learning and learning culture. It met a 
second learning culture standard and a learning 
support standard.

Superintendent Brendan Minnihan and 
Principal Michael Frederickson said there is 
ample time to reach these standards. They said 
improvements have been or are in the process of 
being made.

The report was given to the school over the 
summer.

The association is the oldest of the six regional 
accrediting agencies in the United States and 
school offi cials are intensely interested in main-
taining this accreditation.

The review process began with a self-refl ection 
report generated by the school. Then a three-
member team spent two days in Laconia, May 
24-25, to review that self-study and to meet with 
administrators, teachers, other school person-
nel, students and parents, and to visit classes.

In two years, a bigger team will pay a visit to 
see how improvement goals are being met, Min-
nihan said Monday.

“This is the way the process works,” he said. 
“They are looking for areas of improvement. It 
doesn’t mean that you aren’t doing anything in 
those areas, it is just saying, ‘This is an area you 
can devote time and resources to.”

Schools are given every opportunity to make 
needed improvements and ultimately pass 
accreditation, he said.

The learning culture standard requires that 
“the school community provides a safe, positive, 
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Elm Street students seek to 
cover gym fl oor with food
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Alton police offi cer lauded for D.A.R.E. work

BY RICK GREEN
THE LACONIA DAILY SUN

ALTON — After just two years as the 
town’s school resource offi cer, Offi cer Kris-
tian Guest has been honored for her work 
in anti-drug education and her devotion 
to students who fi nd them caught in the 
grip of drug use.

Guest was honored as the state’s 
D.A.R.E. Offi cer of the Year at a ceremony 
held last week in Concord.

Guest was hired by the Alton Police 

Department two years ago specifi cally to 
be school resource offi cer at Alton Cen-
tral School and Prospect Mountain High 
School, said Police Chief Ryan Heath.

“She’s had a remarkable impact on stu-
dents,” said Lois Stevens, the director of 
special services at Prospect Mountain, 
who nominated Guest for the award.

D.A.R.E. — short for Drug Abuse 
Resistance Education — is a program 
for youngsters in kindergarten through 
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