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 Press  “I Have a Code”
 Enter 85851

 May not be combined with other discounts. Expires 6/30/18.

 $2 00 $2 00

 The  VIP  Wash The  VIP  Wash
 OFF OFF

 1181 Union Ave, Laconia
 246 DW Hwy, Meredith

 Now all digital w. FM radio sound. 
 Box office opens at 7pm.  Shows 
 start at dusk or approximately 
 8:20pm.  Enjoy a double feature 
 under the stars in one of the 
 Country’s  Last  Drive-In Theaters.

 24 Hour Hotline  366-4723
 weirsdrivein.com & Like us on Facebook

 Weirs Drive- I n 
 Theater

 Rt. 3, Weirs Beach

 Open Fri. & Sat. 
 May 18 & 19

 SCREEN 1
 Avengers Infinity War Pg 13 (Plays 1st)

 Co-feature  Black Panther - PG13

 SCREEN 3
 Show Dogs Pg (Plays 1st)

 Co-feature  Life of the Party Pg13

 SCREEN 4
 Dead Pool 2 R (Plays 1st)

 Co-feature  Super Trooper 2 R

 NOW OPEN DAILY — #LakeLife HEADQUARTERS!        Mon–Fri    8AM–5PM

Saturday   8AM–3PM 

Sunday     9AM–1PM
See the store like never before. New products, new brands!

1218 UNION AVE LACONIA NH  |  PAUGUS BAY (Accessible by water)

 Route 3, Belmont, NH 03220

 WE CARRY FLIPPABLE MATTRESSES!
 Serta  icomfort   SALE til June 4th!

 SHIBLES FAMILY MATTRESSES

 CENTRE HARBOR , NH 
 603-253-4312

 www.heathsmarket.com

 See 
 EM Heath’s
 Weekly Ad

 Inside Today’s 
 Paper

 NH Furniture Studio
 Building a Handcrafted Lifestyle
 nhfurniturestudio.com

 603.937.0536 (603) 267-6547
 28 Stone Road • Belmont

 Contractors • Homeowners
 Pick up & Delivery

 M-F 6:30am - 3:30pm 
 Sat 6:30 - 11:00am

 Bark Mulch (dk brown, hemlock, black)
 Loam, Stone, Sand, Gravel

 CLOSED MEMORIAL DAY WEEKEND

City’s top graduates will have ‘Laconia edge’

Laconia Mayor Ed Engler stands with the top ten LHS graduates prior to the start of the Laconia City Council Meeting on May 14. On Thursday evening, the students celebrated 
their favorite teachers. From left: Drew Muzzey, Becca Howe, Dakota Cross, Isabella Lovering, Nemanja Boskovic, Engler, Nina Caruso, Sophia Joyal, Thomas Bastis, Thomas 
Turpin and Benjamin Beliveau.  (Alan MacRae for the Laconia Daily Sun)

LACONIA — When Thomas Bastis gets 
to Cornell University in Ithaca, New York, 
he will have the “Laconia edge” in his favor, 
one of his favorite high school teachers said 
at a banquet Thursday night.

Patty Thibeault said successful local stu-
dents understand the value of hard work 
and have a clear-eyed, practical view of 
the world that may be missing from some 
of their academic competitors in the Ivy 
League and elsewhere.

“Don’t be intimidated, any of you, when 
you go to college,” Thibeault said at the 

annual dinner honoring the top 10 stu-
dents at Laconia High School.

“You’ll meet a lot of kids who come from 
gated communities and private schools and 
entitled lives and communities that are 
wealthy. Don’t ever step back.”

By Rick GReen
LACONIA DAILY SUN

see LHS TOP Ten page 9
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She said the 10 students excelled because of the 
guidance of parents and the support of teachers, but 
largely because of their own strong work ethic.

Thibeault said she remembers when Bastis and 
two other of the Top 10 students, Nemanja Boskovic 
and Ben Beliveau, were just starting 
out at the high school.

“They knew what they were going 
to do,” she said. “And they know when 
they come to the school what it means 
to screw up and mess up and they don’t 
have to do that. They came in with the 
idea that they were going to work hard 
and they were going to do well.

“You were not somebody born on 
third base thinking you made a triple. You made a 
home run. You did it yourself, and you did it with the 
Laconia edge and I’m proud of all of you.”

When Bastis spoke to the banquet, he explained 
why he selected Thibeault, his freshman health 
teacher, to join him at the banquet.

As a health teacher, she flew under the radar 
and may not have received the appreciation she 
deserved, Bastis said.

“If you think about what makes a teacher admira-
ble, you have to go beyond just the teacher’s ability 
to convey information to the student,” he said.

“In the case of Mrs. Thibeault, during her entire 
career, she taught in a higher weight class than any of 
the other teachers here because she taught in a health 
class,” he said. “What I’m trying to say is I feel like it’s 
probably easier for our department heads to teach 

advanced curriculum than it was for Mrs. Thibeault to 
teach the freshmen of LHS about gonorrhea.

“And, personally, to do the latter for all those years 
and still maintain such an amiable personality in 
the process commands much more respect than 
other teachers.”

One by one, the students got up after dinner at the 
Huot Technical 
Center to describe 
how a teacher 
went above and 
beyond to become 
a mentor, coun-
selor, friend, moti-
vator.

Thomas Turpin 
was joined by Joey 

DiTommaso, his high school soccer coach.
“Whenever I have a problem, or I don’t want to 

worry anybody else about anything, I know I can 
always turn to DiTommaso,” Turpin said. “When-
ever I needed somebody to talk to, he’s always right 
there for me.”

One time during a soccer dribbling circuit, the 
coach could tell his player was out of sorts and asked 
him what was wrong.

“Being as comfortable as I am with him, I was 
able to let him know what was bothering me, getting 
everything off my chest, something I hadn’t been 
able to talk to people about for weeks and it was a 
real burden off my shoulders,” Turpin said.

He was worried about college and didn’t know 
where he wanted to go or what he wanted to do.

DiTommaso helped by listening to Turpin’s con-

cerns, talking through the issue, discussing how 
uncertainty is part of life and providing some per-
spective through comic relief.

The young man also recalled halftime of a soccer 
game against Bishop Brady High School. Turpin 
was fatigued and hurting.

“I wasn’t feeling it at all,” Turpin said. “My head 
wasn’t in it. At halftime, I found myself bending over 
the fence looking at the upper field, just not where I 
needed to be, feeling like I was going to puke every-
where and I was just ready for this game to be over.

“At the end of regulation time, the score was still 
tied 0-0, and overtime was upon us. I was saying to 
myself, ‘Oh, great, I’ve got to go through more of this. 
I just don’t want to be here right now.’

“Right as I walk out on the field, I hear from the 
bench DiTommaso yell over to me, ‘We need you here 
Turp. Twelve, go show me something.”

Turpin hit the field running with a new determi-
nation to get a win for his team, and managed to 
stroke the game-winning goal.

His team embraced him in jubilation.
“I looked up to the sky and just thought about 

what he had said and how it helped me persevere 
and get the job done,” Turpin said.

He raced to the bench, where DiTommaso gave 
him an ecstatic hug and told him, “Love you, Turp.”

Turpin said he treasures the memory and won’t 
forget his coach.

“Next year, when I am sitting in my dorm room 
at the University of Vermont, worrying about what-
ever, I know that DiTommaso is always a phone call 
away. Love you, coach.”

‘You were not somebody born on 
third base thinking you made a 
triple. You made a home run.’
—Patty Thibeault
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35th Annual Winni Derby, underway this weekend, will benefit Boy Scouts
LACONIA — The 35th Annual Winni Derby, Lake 

Winnipesaukee’s spring salmon and lake trout tour-
nament, is being held this weekend. Last year’s 
prize-winning salmon weighing 4.58 pounds was 
caught by Ed Dingman off of a dock.

The Daniel Webster Council of the Boy Scouts of 
America sponsors the tornament in partnership with 
the Laconia Rotary Club. The Winni Derby typically 
attracts over 1,000 anglers. Proceeds from the tourna-
ment benefit the character-building youth programs of 

the Boy Scouts of America and the New Hampshire 
Fish & Game Department’s ongoing efforts to moni-
tor the health of the fishery and to educate fishermen 
to be good stewards of Lake Winnipesaukee’s limited 
population of landlocked salmon.


