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Valedictorian: Get back up when life knocks you down
By Benjamin Beliveau
LACONIA HIGH SCHOOL VALEDICTORIAN

Editor’s Note: This is the first in a series in which
The Laconia Daily Sun is publishing valedictory
speeches from area high schools this year.
Good evening and I hope everyone is having a good
time so far. I am sure I am not the only one that sits
here today thinking that this day felt like it would
never come. I also think, where has the time gone?
It felt like the other day we were all walking into the
high school for the first time. Slowly and day by day
we all find ourselves here today.
Everyone has taken their own unique path to get
here, and leaving here today we will all continue
on our unique paths through life. Some of us know
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what we want to become, others think they know
what they want to become, and others don’t know
yet. No matter where life takes all of us, Laconia and
the people in it have given us the tools to go out into
the world and pursue the lives we all desire.
The people you have met and memories you have
made here will be with you forever. The experiences
we have been through have helped make us who we
are. I will always remember the projects. One project we recently had in physics required us to build
a motor. Well, I built seven before I got one to work.
This taught me an important lesson. No matter how
much I just wanted to throw in the towel and accept
that I was not going to be able to do it, I kept finding
myself coming back to give it one more try. Finally I
got one to work, I was in awe that it had worked, but
at that point I was ecstatic that it had. This showed
the importance of perseverance to me, without
working on it again and again and failing over and
over, I would never have achieved success. I hope
this speaks to all my classmates as well. Life doesn’t
always go your way, but when things go wrong don’t
throw in the towel. Life will knock us down, but it is
up to us to get back up until we can overcome it, and
believe me when I say when you do overcome it, it
feels so good and will be such a relief.
I hope everyone here will be able to overcome the
challenges they will face in life.
Like all places, Laconia is not perfect. Laconia
may not have the most money, and staff members
come and go quickly at times, and not all opportunities are given to us like they are in other places. For
these reasons and more, Laconia has helped make
us students we are.
With the exit of around 20 teachers since I have
been in the high school, I believe it speaks strongly
to the teachers who are here and take up the challenge of teaching all of us students. I believe it also
speaks strongly to the students that we have found
our way through alterations in classes and schedules. We also overcome the shortcomings in sport
and club opportunities, each team and club receives
little to no money; it is up to the students to do much
of the fundraising so they can participate in their
desired club or sport. Not only have the students
shown to be able to support their activity, but also
excel in them, with many finding success is several areas, this shows that we are ready to go into
the world and we have been prepared to deal with
adversity.
So after you move on from today, remember the
clubs you were in, the teams you were on, the teachers you have had, the projects you have completed,
the friends you have made, the good times, and the
bad times, the learning experiences, and the fact that
once you are a Sachem you are always a Sachem.
I would like to close with words that my dad told
me everyday before I left for school. “Do something
great today.” But I challenge you not to only do something great today, but every day.
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WEIRS BEACH — Area residents and visitors can
celebrate Independence Day and enjoy fireworks displays over the lake during the M/S Mount Washington’s annual Fourth of July Fireworks Party Cruise.
Every year, Lake Winnipesaukee community members create their own fireworks displays and M/S
Mount Washington guests have the best vantage
point to enjoy the fireworks show.
The Fireworks Party Cruise on Wednesday, July
4, features a dinner buffet, live entertainment with
Club Soda + Leo & Co., and a scenic three hour
cruise. The Flagship Lounge entertainment will be
hosted by Tom Paquette.
Tickets are $58 per person, and guests under 21
are welcome, but must be accompanied by a parent
or guardian. The ship departs Weirs Beach at 7 p.m.
and returns around 10 p.m., after the Meredith fireworks. Advance tickets are recommended as this
cruise usually sells out.

